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In late July 2006 a 
party of ten people set out 
from different centres in 
the world to join together 
in Malawi to do mission 
work there with Seed 
Sowers Trust. Three peo-
ple from Devon were 
joined in Lilongwe, Ma-
lawi by an American from 
California who had trav-
elled some 16000 miles to 
be with the team and 
George Bhima, Seed-
sowers NGO representa-
tive in Malawi. The group 
from Devon comprised a 
nurse, Miss Pat Pickering 
who is also a trustee of 
Seedsowers, a registered 
blind man, Ian White and 
another trustee from Seed-

sowers, Mike Ansell. The 
American, Hank Webb is 
a retired lecturer who has 
medical experience. 

 
This initial group im-

mediately started a nutri-
t ion programme in 
M’Bangombe, a rural vil-
lage on the outskirts of 
Lilongwe. This village is 
just one of a group of 700 
villages in the area which 
need help. The group 
were warmly welcomed 
by the villagers who 
greeted them with their 
traditional singing and 
speeches from the local 
chiefs. With the help of a 
prominent High Court 
Judge, Esme Chombo, 
and her husband, Dan and 

members of the Pan Afri-
can Christian Women‘s 
Association (PACWA), 
150 malnourished chil-
dren were treated. This 
initial team immediately 
‘gelled’ and worked well 
into the night administer-
ing treatment, medication 
and nutrition under the 
glare of car headlights. 

 
This initial group then 

travelled to Mvuu Camp 
in the Liwonde National 
Park for a short break and 
to see some of the wild 
life of Malawi. The group 
were joined here by an-
other five people who 
flew in from London. This 
group consisted of the 
Shastri family, Dave, 
Patricia and Richard, who 
are normally resident in 
Bermuda and who also 
have medical experience 
together with expertise in 
children’s work. Also part 
of this group were Mei-
Mei Lillywhite and Geor-
gina Johnson, the former 
having experience in the 
medical field and the lat-
ter again in children’s 
work. At the camp the 
party went on river and 
land safaris where they 
saw elephants, crocodiles, 
hippos, warthogs etc. and 
a vast array of bird life. 
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Pat Pickering with Dan Chombo dispensing  medicines at  M’Bangombe 
Village 



After the short break at Mvuu Camp the group of ten 
then travelled to Nhotakota 
on the shores of Lake Ma-
lawi. Here they stayed at a 
lodge on the Lake shore and 
visited the Mother and Baby 
clinics completed and built by 
Seedsowers Trust in that area. 
At the latest one to be com-
pleted at Lozi (completed in 
May 2006) another nutritional 
programme was initiated for 

the malnourished children of that area. The group again 
were warmly welcomed by the villagers with singing and 
speeches. Again it was wonderful to see how these addi-
tional five members immediately became fully integrated 

with the origi-
nal group and 
went about 
their tasks in a 
very efficient 
and cohesive 
manner. At 
this site in ad-
dition to the 
nutritional pro-
gramme a lot 
of children’s 
work was car-
ried out by the 
other members 
of the team. 
Also helping 
with the medi-
cal and nutri-
tional work 
w e r e  t w o 
nurses from the 
local hospital.  

 
The party then moved 

on to the southern city of 
Blantyre where they vis-
ited Kondanani and 
‘Agape’ orphanages and 
where a clinic building 
programme was initiated 
at the village of Chiga-
mula. 

 
After this short inter-

lude, the Shastri family 
flew home and the re-
mainder of the party then 
headed by minibus to 
cross the border at Chipati 
into Zambia, another 
country another project. 
Before the next project 
began the team headed by 
road into South Luangwa 
National Park to stay at 
Kapani Lodge. This lodge 
was reached by travelling 
125 km along a very 
bumpy dirt road. However 
the journey was worth it 
as the group saw a won-
derful array of wildlife 
including elephants, lions, 
zebra, kudu, impala, gi-
raffe, and baboons.  

 
The group after this 

short break then travelled 

on to Lusaka where they 
stayed overnight and 
where they were joined by 
Tracey Goodman, a pri-
mary teacher, who had 
flown in from the UK. 
The group then travelled 
onto Kabwe, on the edge 
of the Zambian Copper-
belt to start the next pro-
ject with the Praise Chris-
tian Centre ministry in 
that area. Here, in Maku-
lulu, a township of some 
42000 people on the edge 
of the city of Kabwe was 
started the final project of 
the mission. Foundations 
for a Mother and Baby 
clinic were dug and a full 
nutritional programme 
initiated for 100 malnour-
ished children. A borehole 
for the clinic was also ini-
tiated. This was the first 
project started in Zambia 
and there was a lot of op-
position from the Satan-
ists in the area to the pro-
jects we were trying to 
initiate. It was here in Ma-
kululu that was experi-
enced the first real spiri-
tual battle of the whole 
trip. The team called upon 
many prayer warriors 
around the world and the 
next day the battle was 
won. 

 
The finale of the mis-

sion was the visit to the 
Victoria Falls at Living-
stone and it is with much 
gratitude that we thank the 
Mission Centre in Living-
stone for their hospitality 
in housing the party and 
acting as their guide. Prior 
to visiting the Falls the 
group were taken to a vil-
lage where it is said that 
Livingstone himself had 
an association. The Falls 
themselves, although not 
running at full spate were 
none the less spectacular 
and on seeing them we are 
graphically reminded of 
the God who created 
them. It can only be imag-
ined what went through 
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Successful Mission to Malawi /Zambia cont. from page 1 

Some of the team at Mvuu Safari Lodge, Malawi 

Hippo’s in Shire River Mvuu, Malawi 



Livingstone’s mind when in 
1855 he saw ‘The Smoke 
that Thunders’ for the first 
time, being the first Euro-
pean to see them. 

 
At the end of this wonder-

ful experience the team trav-
elled back to Lusaka, their 
mission in Africa completed. 
As they departed for their 
various destinations home 
there were many tears as the 
party said their farewells to 
each other. During the fore-
going weeks many lasting 
friendships had been made 
and we pray that we will 
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again meet up again on 
further like missions. The 
registered blind man Ian 
was an inspiration to the 
whole team with his 
positive attitude to life as 
he partook of all the ac-
tivities including the 
walking safari. Ian, a 
trained masseur, was 
fully involved in massag-
ing the older people of 
the villages who were 
suffering from arthritis 
and other muscular disor-
ders and was a valuable 
member of the mission. 
Ian’s motto is that ‘his 

disability is not his inabil-
ity’ and this he proved to 
us so many times.  
 
The projects initiated on 

this mission will be 
overseen and monitored 
by the Seedsowers repre-
sentative in Malawi, 
George Bhima and Pat 
Pickering who remained  
in Malawi. In Zambia 
the projects are being 
overseen and monitored 
by Tobias and Wendy 
Banda and Foster Bwala 
of The Praise Christian 
Centre Ministries. 
 

The nutritional pro-
grammes put in place are 
for a period of 6 months 
and the nutrients used in 
these programmes were 
donated by the American 
charities Manna Relief and 
Reliv.�

Mission to Malawi/Zambia cont. 

The site of the new clinic at Chigamula, Malawi 

The Mission Team at Kasamba Clinic, Nkhotakota, Malawi 

Site of new clinic at Makululu, Zambia 

A Call for Volun-
teers for Drilling 

Project 

In the spring of this year we 
will be continuing the drill-
ing trials at a site near Exe-
ter, UK using the knowledge 
gained on the recent visit to 
Ethiopia. (see page 5) 
 
Seedsowers need volunteers 
to help with this project 
through the coming months 
in preparation for a trip to 
Malawi in mid September 
where it is planned to sink a 
number of boreholes in the 
poor rural regions of that 
country and to undertake the 
training of local people in 
the revolutionary drilling 
technique. 
 
As well as the borehole pro-
ject we intend to initiate the 
building of our eleventh 
clinic near Lilongwe. 
 
If you would like to help us 
and also come on the mis-
sion in September please 
contact: 
 
Mike Ansell 
Tel: 01364 642206 
Email: 
mike@seedsowers.
org.uk 
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Mission to Malawi/Zambia cont. from page 3 

Elephants in South Luangwa National Park, Zambia 

The teams close encounter with a lion in South Luangwa National Park, 
Zambia 

�

The Mission Team at Victoria Falls 

New Trustee for Malawi NGO 

We are pleased to welcome to the board of trustees 
of Seedsowers (Malawi) Judge Esme Chombo. 
Judge Esme is a prominent High Court Judge and 
is part of the High Court that sits in Lilongwe. 
Judge Esme and her husband, Dan already are 
working with the rural poor in villages around Li-
longwe. She is a prominent member of the Pan Af-
rican Christian Womens Allience (PACWA) and 
they were both very active with the Seedsowers 
team during their 2006 Malawi/Zambia visit. 

Mike Ansell (SST Trustee) talking to Evelyn about her work 
at the House of Mercy Ethiopia (see opposite page) 
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Mike & John in harness during the drilling process in Ethiopia 

One of the children at HOME receiving physiotherapy 
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Name________________________________Tel.__________________Mobile No.___________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I wish to partner with Seed Sowers Trust in their ‘Agape’ Appeal and wish to give a regular payment of 
£_______  a month for a period of ____ year(s). Please send me (tick where appropriate): 
 
· Tax Reclaim Form 
· Standing Order Details 
· Details of your Child Sponsorship 
· I enclose a one off payment of £____made payable to Seed Sowers Trust 
Please send completed form to: Agape Appeal, Seed Sowers Trust, Hill House, Oaklands Road,  
Buckfastleigh, Devon, TQ11 0BL 
For further information please contact: 01364 642206 or visit our website: www.seedsowers.org.uk 


