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During our visit to Malawi in 

Autumn 2007, we visited 

Agape Orphan home and it 

was wonderful to see how 

the children had grown and 

developed since our last visit 

two years ago.  Fletcher and 

Clara Kaiya are doing a ster-

ling work being mother and 

father to each of these little 

ones whose lives would be 

so very different if it were 

not for the care they get at 

Agape and the support, 

which comes mainly from 

the sponsorship through Seed 

Sowers. Clara told me that 

without the regular support 

that Seed Sowers gives 

through our sponsors and 

donors, they would not have 

been able to survive.  While 

with them, we were enter-

tained to some singing in 

which all the children par-

ticipated with enthusiasm 

and joy.  There are now 7 

boys and 8 girls being cared 

for by Clara and Fletcher 

ranging in age from Zainabu 

who is 8 years old to Eliza-

beth who is now 13.  Each of 

these children have a history 

of loss and pain, yet they are 

full of joy and laughter, they 

truly are brothers and sisters 

in this loving family. 

 

Elizabeth Rashid and her 

younger brother Cadie 

(Quadri) came to Agape at 

the same time.  They were 

born into a Muslim and po-

lygamous family, Elizabeth’s 

mother being the third and 

youngest wife.  Her father 

died when she was 5 and 

Cadie 2.  Her father had had 

12 children from all his 

wives.  Elizabeth’s mother 

had 6 children.  After the 

father died Elizabeth and her 

siblings would go many days 

without food.  She was 7 

years old when she first went 

to stay at Agape.  She is now 

13 and in Standard 8 at 

school and Cadie is 10 and in 

Standard 6.  

Christopher’s mother died of 

TB after a long illness. 

Fletcher and Clara took him 

in when he was 3 and at the 

time he was a sick and se-

verely malnourished child.  

He is one of the youngest 

and is in Standard 4.   

 

We have seen James and 

Grace Zululu transformed at 

Agape.  Though both parents 

are alive, when we first met 

them the mother had aban-

doned the father together 

with three children.  The fa-

ther was struggling to take 

care of them and the older 

son got sick and because of 

lack of food and proper care 

he died.  Fletcher and Clara 

say that this grieved their 

hearts to the core and they 

decided to do something to 

help.  They helped with fu-

neral costs but thought help-

ing save life was better and 

that was when they brought 

in James and 6 months later 

his sister Grace.  They are 

both clever children and 

Grace has a beautiful voice, 

speaks good English and is 

doing very well at school.  

Irene Lemani, Tereza Banda, 

Bestina Likovo and Zainabu 

Phiri were all orphaned 

through HIV/AIDS and had 

been looked after by grand-

mothers who had died.  

James, Samson, Charles and 

Margaret were also orphaned 

through HIV/AIDS.   

 

Upile is the last but one to 

join Agape. Both parents had 
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died, her father when she 

was 4 years old and her 

mother when she was 6.  For 

a while Upile never had a 

home, she was a street kid.  

Because of her state of af-

fairs, she was a victim of 

many abuses. Before she 

came to Agape she lived 

with different people, mov-

ing from one place to an-

other.  She has been with 

Fletcher and Clara for 3 

years now since a friend 

from their church took her to 

them.  She is 12 now and 

started secondary school in 

January this year.  The joy of 

seeing Upile’s transformed 

life is overwhelming. 

 

While Fletcher and Clara 

have the joy of seeing the 

transformed lives of the chil-

dren they love and care for, 

they too have had their own 

tragedy.  Their eldest daugh-

ter, Rebecca, at the age of 28 

died of kidney failure on 5th 

June 2007.  Had she been in 

the ‘developed’ world she 

would have been able to 

have dialysis and a trans-

plant, but these things are not 

easily available in Malawi.  

The shock and loss has been 

great for the family. 

 

When I visited Clara she 

showed me the wonderful 

store of maize that she had 

harvested from their plot of 

land, enough to keep the 

whole family for many 

months.  I was also shown 

with pride some of the 

clothes the girls have made 

to sell to raise funds.  Clara 

is teaching the older girls 

sewing and knitting skills 

and I was shown ponchos, 

boys’ trousers and shirts.  

The emphasis is on learning 

and teaching skills so that 

each one will go out into the 

world well equipped and 

able to make a contribution 

to their community. 

 

We do thank those of you 

who sponsor on a regular 

basis or gift from time to 

time.  You are precious and 

Fletcher and Clara so appre-

ciate you.  Our number of 

sponsors is not large and if 

you feel you know anyone 

who might have a heart to 

come on board, please show 

them a copy of this article. 
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In September 2007, nine 

people from Devon went 

to Malawi to partake in  a 

water drilling project with 

Seedsowers Trust. The 

team were joined in Ma-

lawi by an American based 

in Ethiopia working for the 

charity Water for All. 

Before proceeding to the 

drilling site at Nkhudsi 

Bay, the team visited a 

project in Tsoka village 

near Lilongwe, the capital 

city, to monitor the pro-

gress of the Seedsowers 

sponsored Mother and 

Baby clinic that is being 

built there. This clinic was 

found to be nearly com-

Upile 
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plete but for some superfi-

cial finishing work. 

The team then moved onto 

another village on the out-

skirts of Lilongwe where in 

2006 Seedsowers operated 

a nutritional project for the 

malnourished children 

which resulted in greatly 

increasing the health of the 

children. The team was 

warmly welcomed in the 

traditional Malawian way 

with singing and dancing 

by the villagers. 

The team then proceeded to 

Blantyre in the south of the 

country to visit ‘Agape’ 

orphanage which is run by 

Rev. Fletcher and Clara 

Kaiya. Again they 

were warmly received 

with singing from the 

children. At Blantyre 

materials were gath-

ered together for the 

drilling project in 

Nkhudsi Bay and once 

this task had been 

completed the team 

headed towards Man-

gochi and then onto 

Nkhudsi Bay. 

Nkhudsi Bay is a vil-

lage on the shores of Lake 

Malawi and the team’s objec-

tive was to sink two bore-

holes in the village to provide 

safe water for a Roman 

Catholic orphan compound 

and one in the village itself.  

The drilling procedure being 

used for this project was one 

developed by Water for All in 

Bolivia and which Seedsowers 

with others have been experi-

Tsoka Mother & Baby Clinic nearing 

completion 
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menting with in Devon for 
the past year. This procedure 
enables the process of pro-
ducing a borehole to be done 
very cheaply by the local 
villagers themselves.  

The soil conditions at the 
first site in the orphan com-
pound were very sandy 
which is a challenge for most 
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sary equipment to show the 
‘Jesus’ film together with a 
DVD in Chichewa. While in 
Nkhudsi Bay with this equip-
ment we managed an eve-
ning where we showed this 
film to the villagers. The 
film was received well and I 
am sure that many seeds 
were planted on that night. 
During the drilling of the 
second borehole the team 
took a well earned break to 
go on a river safari on the 
Shire river in Liwonde Na-
tional Park. On the trip they 
saw plenty of elephants, hip-
pos as well as many birds 
and other wild life. 
I believe the team were gen-
erally pleased with the result  
achieved although disap-
pointed that they were un-
able to bring in the second 
borehole 
 
If any reader wishes to learn 
more about the drilling tech-
nique described in this article 
please contact Mike Ansell 
at the contact numbers over-
leaf. 

drilling 
tech-
niques 
and our 
tech-
nique 
was no 
excep-
tion. 
How-
ever, af-
ter some 
modifi-
cations 
to the 

drill bits 
and using 

a ‘binding’ clay called Ben-
tonite water was encountered 
at 10 metres and the drilling 
continued to a depth of 18 
metres before ‘cave-ins’ in 

the borehole pre-
vented any further 
drilling. The ini-
tial drill bit was 
then withdrawn 
and the borehole 
‘reamed’ out us-
ing progressively 
larger reaming 
bits to enlarge the 
borehole to enable 
it to be ‘lined’ and 
to enable a hand 
pump installation. 

The borehole was 
eventually lined to a depth of 
15 ½ metres producing some 
4-5 metres of water. This is a 
good result as the team were 

drilling right at 
the end of the ‘dry 
season’ when the 
water table is low.
The borehole was 
then 
‘backwashed’ to 
clear the filters in 
the borehole liner 
using an electric 
pump. 
A  ‘Canzee’ pump 
donated by a UK 
charity was then 

fitted. This pump is shortly 
to be manufactured in Ma-
lawi and the Seedsowers 
borehole is one of the first 
to be fitted with such a 
pump in Malawi. 
The team then proceeded to 
the second site in the vil-
lage. This site was in one 
of the poorer parts of the 
village and the soil condi-
tions here were even more 
challenging as they were 
extremely sandy and we 
had been informed that 
professional drilling com-
panies had tried in the past 
and had to abandon due to 
the conditions. Our  expert 
from Water for All exam-
ined the site and explained 
that he had brought in 
boreholes before with these 
soil conditions but with 
differently designed drill 
bits and lots of Bentonite. 
However, the people were 
so enthusiastic that we de-
cided to have a go with the 
equipment we had to hand 
and as we had used all the 
Bentonite we opted to try 
drilling with a local 
‘potters’ clay which 
we gathered from a 
nearby riverbed.  Ini-
tially the drilling went 
well using this substi-
tute however we had 
to abandon the bore-
hole after drilling 
down to 10 metres as 
we were starting to get 
‘cave-ins’ and the drill 
bits we had were start-
ing to clog up. We also 
ran out of time. We 
resolved to return in 
2008 to have another 
go with redesigned 
drill bits and plenty of 
Bentonite. 
Before going to Ma-
lawi Seedsowers had 
purchased all the neces-

Borehole finally lined ready for pump installation 

First water being pumped from bore-
hole using ‘Canzee’ pump Drilling boreholes can be a dirty pastime 

Drilling in 42 Deg. heat trying to be cool 


